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than formerly. Before the 1914-18 war the chief purchasers of
Chilean nitrate were Germany, which used it largely in the cultivation
of beet, Britain, the United States, and France ; and it was exported
to these countries mainly through the ports of Iquique, Caleta
Buena, Tocopilla, Antofagasta, and Taltal. These countries now
depend largely upon synthetic nitrates, with the result that the
demand for the natural product has fluctuated greatly within recent
years. In order to meet this competition, the Government of Chile
has decided to concentrate into one concern the whole of the plant,
machinery, and other resources of the companies engaged in the
industry.1 It is hoped by this means to introduce considerable
improvements and economies in the production of natural nitrate;
the export tax has also been repealed.
The metalliferous deposits of the country are chiefly found in
this arid northern region, and in the less arid one immediately to
the souih, which lies between the thirtieth and thirty-third par-
allels, and may be called the SEMI-DESERT REGION. In the past,
gold, silver, and copper have been worked in the Coastal Range and
elsewhere, but at present the mining industry is mainly concerned
with the exploitation of the huge deposits of low grade copper ores
which occur in the Western Andes at Chuquicaznata and Potrcrillos,
the one about 14 miles north of Calama and the other 75 miles east
of Chaiiaral. Large-scale methods of handling the ore and modern
processes for recovering the copper have made possible the develop-
ment of these districts. Copper is now the most valuable export
of Chile, The average output is about 18 per cent of the world's
production, and of that the greater part is obtained in this
northern region. Iron ore of good quality is mined at Tofo, near
La Serena, and exported to the United States.
Agriculture is all but impossible in the Northern Desert, but in
the Semi-desert Region it is carried on to a considerable extent in
those districts in which the land can be made productive by
irrigation. The provinces of Coquimbo and Aconcagua supply
their own needs, and even export a certain amount to the
north, where everything required by the mining population
has to be imported. Formerly, even water had to be brought
by ship, but now most of the mining towns are supplied from
the Andes*
1 Since dissolved and replaced by three separate companies.